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exclamation, which has been wrongly converted with the help
of not into a question, the exclamation-mark to which it has
after conversion no right. Such is the genesis of #, i, d. The
proper method, when the simple statement is rejected, as
it often reasonably may be, is to use the exclamation, not the
Stevensonian question,1 to give the exclamation its right mark,
and not to insert the illogical negative.
12. Internal question and exclamation marks.
By this name we do not mean that insertion of a bracketed
stop of which we shall nevertheless give one example. That
is indeed a confession of weakness and infallible sign of the
prentice hand, and further examples will be found in Airs and
Graces y miscellaneous9, but it is outside grammar, with which
these sections are concerned.
Under these circumstances, it would be interesting to ascertain the
exact position of landlords whose tenants decline to pay rent, and
whose only asset (!) from their property is the income-tax now claimed.
—Times.
What is meant is the ugly stop in the middle of a sentence,
unbracketed and undefended by quotation-marks, of which
examples follow. To novelists, as in the first example, it may
be necessary for the purpose of avoiding the nuisance of
perpetual quotation-marks. But elsewhere it should be got
rid of by use of the indirect question or otherwise. Excessive
indulgence in direct questions or exclamations where there is
no need for them whatever is one of the sensational tendencies
of modern newspapers.
Why be scheming? Victor asked.—meredith.
What will Japan do ? is thought the most pressing question of all.—
Times. (What Japan will do is thought, &c.)
What next? is the next question which the American Press discusses.
—Times. ('What next?' is, &c. Or, What will come next is, &c.)
Amusing efforts are shown below at escaping the ugliness
1 Of course, however, the rhetorical question is often not, as here, the
result of a confusion, nor to be described as 'very artificial*. E.g., What
would I not give to be there? To what subterfuge has he not resorted?

